
 HUMBOLDT COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
901 Myrtle Avenue, Eureka, CA  95501 

 
MINUTES 

August 10, 2016 
 
President Mary Scott called the meeting of the Humboldt County Board of Education to order at 
2:59 p.m. with a quorum present. 
 
PRESENT:  Loretta Eckenrode, Marc Rowley, Bill Ruff, Mary Scott and Robert Siekmann,  
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT: Garry T. Eagles, Superintendent of Schools; Jon Sapper, Deputy 

Superintendent; Tess Ives, Director of Special Education; Heidi Moore, 
Carol Ingram, Beth Chaton, Gintana Thao, and Janine Melanson, 
Administrative Assistant 

 
1.0  FLAG SALUTE 
Loretta Eckenrode led the flag salute. 
 
2.0  ADJUSTMENT OF AGENDA 
There were no adjustments to the agenda. 
 
 
3.0  BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS/REPORTS/COMMENTS 
 There were no announcements, reports or comments from board members. 
 
4.0  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments. 
 
 
5.0  PRESENTATION: SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE EXPANSION – Tess Ives  
 
Garry Eagles introduced Tess Ives, Director of Special Education.  Tess referred to a Chart of Services 
that was handed out to depict the array of services. 
 
School Psychologists – the school year begins with 6.9 FTE this year, an increase of 3 over last year 
when staffing was low. 2.9 FTE are assigned to HCOE programs, 4 are offered for districts contracts.  
Tess described the services provided -- services given directly to students as well as support to district 
staff.  Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) training is provided by our staff and also provides support 
to districts in the event of emergency or tragic event. 
 
Occupational Therapists (OT) staff has increased to 5.  “Related” service is for a student with an IEP.  
OTs assist students with such things as motor skills and sensory plans for autistic children.  OTs are 
contracted for individual assessments or as a contract with district for specific amount of time.  There 
are currently 224 students with OT on IEPs.  Some of these include consult only.  Dr. Eagles 
mentioned that a few years ago, we did not employ any OTs.  President Scott asked how many 
students in our county have IEPs.  Dr. Eagles provided that 20.3%  of students in in Humboldt & Del 
Norte have IEPs, which is far beyond state average of 10.2%   
 
Health Team consists of 6 staff who provide services to districts, plus 2 full-time LVNs at Glen Paul 
for medically fragile students.  This staff provides services such as specialized medical plans for 
students, hearing and vision screenings.  
 












